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Abstract. A new species of Acanthaceae, Strobi¬ 
lanthes biocullata Y. F. Deng & J. R. I. Wood, from 
China, is described and illustrated. The species is 
found in Hunan, Guangxi, and Guangdong provinces, 
where it grows on rocks along streams. It clearly 
belongs to the group of species placed by Bremekamp 
in Semnostachya Bremek., but differs from all these by 
two swollen bulges on the dorsal surface of the long- 
acuminate bracts. Strobilanthes biocullata is the first 
Chinese species of Strobilanthes Blume reported to 
have a plietesial life history. 
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During botanical exploration in Hunan Province, 

Blume was found on rocks along streams (Fig. 1A). It 

two swollen bulges on the dorsal surface of the bracts 

genus of Acanthaceae in China (Hu & Tsui, 2002; 

the course of revision of Strobilanthes for the 

Scotland, 2003b; Chen et al., 2006; Deng et al., 2006, 
2007; Deng & Xia, 2007; He & Qin, 2007). 

Strobilanthes biocullata Y. F. Deng & J. R. I. 
Wood, sp. nov. TYPE: China. Hunan: Yuanling 
Xian, Jiemuxi Natural Reserve, Jiemuxi Cun, 
750 m, on rock beside a stream, 12 July 2008, 
Deng Yunfei 20741 (holotype, IBSC; isotypes, 
CAS, FHO, MO). Figures 1, 2. 

pseudocolpata ordinatione scalariformi ornata Strobilanthis 

Gregarious anisophyllous undershrub, 0.8-2 m tall. 
Stems subterete, bisulcate, glabrous. Leaves unequal 

larger; petioles 1-5 cm, glabrous, sulcate; blades 
oblong-elliptic to elliptic, the larger 13-26 X 4-8 cm, 
the smaller 6-12 X 2-4 cm, glabrous, densely covered 

margin serrate, base narrowly cuneate, lateral veins 5 
to 10 pairs, prominent on both surfaces, tertiary veins 
prominent. Spikes solitary, axillary, simple, leafless, 
(3-)7-10 cm (Fig. 1C); rachis glabrous, flowers in 
opposite pairs (occasionally single), the pairs 1-2 cm 
apart on the rachis. Bracts ovate, 3.5-5 X 2.5-3 mm, 
glabrous, apex long-acuminate to mucronate, the 
dorsal surface with 2 swollen bulges resembling eyes; 
bracteoles ovate-oblong, ca. 4 X 2 mm, glabrous, apex 
acuminate to mucronate, somewhat fragile and 
caducous. Calyx 1-1.2 cm, sparsely pubescent when 
young, glabrescent, subequally 5-lobed almost to the 
base, lobes lanceolate, apex long-acuminate, yellow¬ 
ish brown, 1-nerved. Corolla purplish blue, 3.5-4 cm, 

retaining the styles, basal tube cylindrical for 6- 

gradually widened to ca. 2 cm at mouth, subequally 5- 

Stamens 4, didynamous, included (Fig. ID); filaments 
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